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with another beautiful hanging robe. As for the
whole bodies, they put them on a species of litter,
and carried them with all the others, each into his
Cabin, where each family made a feast to its dead.

Returning from this feast with a Captain who is
very intelligent, and who will some day be very in-
fluential in the affairs [200] of the Country, I asked
him why they called the bones of the dead Atisken.
He gave me the best explanation he could, and I
gathered from his conversation that many think we
have two souls, both of them being divisible and
material, and yet both reasonable; the one separates
itself from the body at death, yet remains in the
Cemetery until the feast of the Dead,—after which it
either changes into a Turtledove, or, according to the
most common belief, it goes away at once to the vil-
lage of souls. The other is, as it were, bound to the
body, and informs, so to speak, the corpse; it re-
mains in the ditch of the dead after the feast, and
never leaves it, unless some one bears it again as a
child. He pointed out to me, as a proof of this me-
tempsychosis, the perfect resemblance some have to
persons deceased. A fine Philosophy, indeed. Such
as it is, it shows why they call the bones of the dead,
Atisken, ‘‘ the souls.”

A day or two before setting out for the feast, they
carried all these souls into one of the largest Cabins
of the Village, where one portion was hung [201] to
the poles of the Cabin, and the other portion spread
out through it; the Captain entertained them, and
made them a magnificent feast in the name of a de-
ceased Captain, whose name he bore. I was at this
feast of souls, and noticed at it four peculiar things.
First, the presents which the relatives made for the



